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Environmental problems have engendered a heated debate between the developed and 
developing nations all over the world. The situation in China and some other countries in Asia 
are seen as prime examples. For instance, their involvement in the environmental damage is 
underscored; the burning of fossil fuel, according to the latter, helps them to become 
economically developed. However, the research will lay bare the environmental conditions of 
Senegal, located geographically in the Western part of Africa.  
Indeed, environmental problems are strongly challenged in Senegal due to many 
causes such as: deforestation, water and air pollution to say the least. Even though the 
damages to the environment are latent in some cases, this can bring a social turmoil leading 
eventually to conflicts and wars. As it is clarified through the case of Senegal and Mauritania , 
two neighbouring countries that conflicted themselves in 1988 due to shared water. Also, 
these damages cause environmental change which predictably has bad effects on its 
inhabitants because of conflict within and between countries.  
But preserving the biosphere, in all realms of life, is helpful for our peace, health and 
so on to promote sustainable development. For such a reason, environmental protection 
becomes among the most debated issues known in our current world. Many scientists, states, 
governmental and non-governmental organizations demonstrate that environmental security is 
a prerequisite condition for our well being and people must be sensitized to the dangers 
threatening the environment. Among the latter are United Nations’ Environmental Programme 
(UNEP) and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), who keep on doing 
their research on the leading cause of many ills due to environmental pollution. In addition, 
there are others such as Wildlife Trust (WT), World Wide Fund for Nature (WWFN), Birdlife 
International and the Audubon Society (BIAS) which according to Parikshit Ballabh, 
“advance policies in areas such as landscape scale conservation to promote adaptation to 
climate change.”  
Then climate change is a phenomenon that people must pay more attention; as many 
scientists think that the benefits of climate change, due to emissions of greenhouse gases, the 
burning of fossil fuel and so forth, are more important than the damages. Yet many scientists 
mainly in the Western hemisphere fail in their policy, for sustainable development, to 

















religion. Then the failure to consider the Senegalese realities may cause problems for those 
who promote sustainable development. 
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 century, an era marked by a rush of economic growth and competition 
among nations, many people have been seeking large economic gains but have failed to take 
environmental protection into account. Among those nations is Senegal, the environmentally 
unfriendly defector, which is located in the Western part of Africa and the idea of 
environmental protection is virtually unknown to many of its citizens. For such a reason the 
French, who used to be colonizers of Senegal, held a conference in the Senegalese capital city, 
Dakar, to deal with the environment for future preparation against environmental damages 
that are likely to happen, namely after the year 2012. The conference took place between the 
dates of September 3rd and 5
th
, 2007, to focus on effective remedies capable of resolving the 
threats facing the environments of both France and Senegal. They wrote many documents 
concerning the state of the environment in other regions of Africa, referring to their former 
colonies, but mentioned the following as specific to Senegal: ENDA (Employment Non-
Discrimination Act), CONGAD (Conseil des ONG d’Appui au Développement
1
), and 
FAPAL (Faculdade de Palmas
2
) through which they define their policy of environmental 
protection, marked mainly as the struggle against deforestation. (Gari, 2011, p. 1). In addition, 
another conference was held in Dakar on Thursday, April 14
th
 2011, at the seat of French 
volunteers as a tea debate monitored by European non governmental organizations (NGOs) to 
discuss the issue of environmental resources, those pertaining particularly to forests and 
climate. The following passage is an excerpt from the debate “The fourth edition of the tea 
debate deals with the process of “REDD+”( Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 
Forest Degradation) which consists of compensating developing countries which, by their 
actions, contribute to the reduction of greenhouse gases due to deforestation and land 
degradation”(Gari, 2011). The theme was presented by Joseph A. Gari: “Conseiller Regional 
pour les Ecosystèmes, les Resources Naturelles et le Programme UN-REDD, PNUD- Centre 
Régional pour l’Afrique de l’Ouest et du Centre.”
3
 In fact, environmental threats are a 
worldwide problem and each country, including Senegal, must address these issues in a swift 
manner, so as to attain the goal of sustainable development, an idea firstly published by the 
agency UNEP (United Nations’ Environmental Program). 
                                                 
1 ONG Council for sustainable development 
2Faculdade de Palmas: Portuguese words meaning Faculty of Palm trees, the capital and largest city of Brazilian 
state of Tocantins. 
3 “Regional Counselor for the Ecosystems, Natural Resources, UN-RED Program, PNUD Regional Center for 


















1.1. Aim of the Research and Arguments 
 
The aim of this work is an in-depth analysis to reconcile both environmental 
protection policies with the Senegalese realities in order to achieve sustainable development.  
This research also, sensitizes people for the cognizance of the effects environmental damages 
can have on them and other species all over the world. At the same time we will lay the 
emphasis on those who use their selfishness in order to spoil the Senegalese environment, 
while others cope with difficulties and economic turmoil due to such a situation. In our field 
of study we will show that environmental damage is very wide as the environment 
encompasses all realms of life. This helps us, to analyse things in their various ways, to 
awaken people that when we talk about environment it is not only about any given milieu, but 
also everything inside, and human beings as leaders who, must play a vital role in its salvation. 
This engenders an overview of this subject, which is something of  paramount importance, as 
it deals with environmental welfare and many Senegalese ignore it, due to lack of proper 
education. Hence environmental protection in Senegal stands as a proper example. Some 
questions should constitute then a nucleus of our research. How to manage the environmental 
resources in Senegal? What are the consequences of environmental damages? Does the State 
truly play a vital role in protecting the environment? How effective are the roles of 
international organizations and NGOs? Are humans solely responsible for the current state of 
environmental affairs? What relationship exists between environmental damages and 
sustainable development? Do we threaten the environment for economic gains or for the sake 
of anarchy and destruction? What measures should we take to protect the environment from 
further damage? What policy should we employ to achieve sustainable development? 
Thorough research and proper answers to the above mentioned questions will ensure 




We have decided to address the Senegalese environmental issue qualitatively, by 
referring to books, articles, websites, published or unpublished written by some scholars, who 
further their research on the root cause of environmental threats in Senegal as other countries 
in the world, and the preventative measures we should take to protect the environment from 

















much to a current academic research, findings are helpful but not sufficient for us because we 
are in a changing world in compliance with time and space, but also scholars differ from one 
another. These are imperative to achieving sustainable development. Environmental theories, 
in international relations will be a prominent topic as they deal with different views from 
different people about environmental problems, of which many people fail to consider at a 
time when they seek their own benefit. Any example can be used to underpin our argument in 
so far as it is related to our field of study. Furthermore, the research will be a source to show 
how environmental problems can affect the international political economy. In 1997, 
Indonesia’s case was illustrative at a moment when Indonesian farmers cleared lands and they 
choked neighbouring Malaysia leading to the suffering of many people from respiratory 
ailments, as tourists fled from the country. The Arab world crisis, in the year 2011, raises the 
consciousness of all people around the world meaning that the revolution from Tunisia not 
only, has an impact on Tunisians, but also on other people from other countries who attempt 
to burn themselves and prompt people to pave the way towards revolution. Senegal has a 
reputation of being a pacific country, but from the year 2011 to 2012, Senegal has witnessed 
many troubles that she has never known several years before. However, the religious leaders 
have still an impact on Senegalese people and they try their best to calm them down whenever 
their differing beliefs bring them into conflict.  
 
1.3. Literature Review 
 
 
Environmental protection is so vital that many authors have expressed apprehension 
towards it including African and American scholars to quote but a few. Their work is not 
meaningless for the promotion of environmental sustainability, which becomes nowadays of 
paramount importance and concerns both the developed and developing worlds.  
Environmental protection is not and can never be a new debate in Senegal and other African 
regions because their environment is already distorted.  
ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States) members held a conference 
in Dakar from February 28
th
 to March 4
th
 2005 and their main purpose is how to protect the 
environment. In their various speeches they advocated for familiarizing participants with 
concepts and methods of environmental statistics and indicators, providing a forum for 
exchange of information on the status of national environment statistics, and establish a 
network of environmental statisticians in the region. (Workshop on Environment Statistics in 

















Africa, Senegal in peculiar, in order to cope with environmental issues. Though, they might 
encounter some problems to sensitize Senegalese population no matter how courageous or 
committed they were because of Senegalese lack of proper education and talking about 
environmental security seems to be reluctant to most of illiterate ones. 
 The Senegalese environment encounters huge difficulties and problems which are 
highlighted   by Senegalese scholars such as Mbengue and colleagues (2010) “The sector of 





. Thus, Senegal has a problem of managing the 
population which according to Sow, Toure and Cisse (2001) “doubles every 25 years, and will 
exceed 15 million inhabitants by the year 2015” (p. 7). The best way, for these scholars, to 
protect the environment is to fight against natural disasters and reduce the Senegalese 
population growth. Thinking about it, and focusing on the leading cause, will help further our 
research on this topic. 
 Senegal is one of the many countries in the world where religion shapes culture, an 
idea vastly different from other worldly ideologies. That having said, the failure to consider 
the perspectives of religion, namely Islam which accounts for an estimated 95% of the 
population in Senegal, may become an unworthy policy. Indeed, for more than one decade 
Senegal has launched a partnership with some multilateral organizations to deal with the 
problems of the environment and to establish a policy for attaining a sustainable development. 
Those experts, however, need more sufficient information about Senegal to deal with the 
Senegalese environment, and work together with the government, in order to succeed with 
their policy for sustainable development. What questions should we ask then? Does the 
government take drastic measures for those who threaten the environment, particularly forests 
and water? Or it is only a mere written text or rhetorical jargon intent on accomplishing 
nothing for the future? Also, can we talk about sustainable development while the 
environment is subjected?  
Literature proves that mismanagement of the environment leads to conflicts and wars. 
Water, for instance, creates either overt or latent conflicts among people. In the past, Senegal 
has experienced this kind of conflict with a neighbouring country located in West Africa, 
known as Mauritania. That strife had a bad impact upon both countries because many 
Senegalese and many Mauritanians had been reported killed “In response, hundreds of 
                                                 
4 Le secteur est confronté à des problèmes liés à la dégradation des écosystèmes, d’une part, et, d’autre part, à la 
pression démographique.   My own translation from French. From now on, this book will appear under the 
acronym of SESS and I translate the French or any other source I use into English. 
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